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If there is not even a single drop of water there, and he says "what is the nature of these waters?"
— immediately they chase after him to stone him, saying: "Empty one! Perhaps you are of the
seed of those who kissed the calf — you are not worthy to behold the King and His Throne!" He
does not move from that spot until they cast upon him a thousand thousand iron decree-fragments.
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He said, "This is Wickedness;" and he threw her down into the midst of the ephah basket; and he
threw the weight of lead on its mouth.
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True love to the Holy One, blessed be He, consists of just this, that we give over to Him
all our emotional, intellectual, and material faculties and possessions, and love Him.



If it is asked, “How can a man love [God] with his evil inclination? Is not the evil inclination
the seducer, preventing man from approaching the Holy One to serve Him? How, then,
can man use the evil inclination as an instrument of love to God?” The answer lies in this,
that there can be no greater service done to the Holy One than to subdue the evil
inclination by the power of love of the Holy One, blessed be He. When it is subdued and
its power is broken by man in this way, then [man] becomes a true lover of the Holy One,
since he has learned how to make the evil inclination itself serve the Holy One.
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This is a mystery entrusted to the masters of esoteric lore. All that the Holy One has made,
both above and below, is for the purpose of manifesting His glory and making all things
serve Him. Would a master permit his servant to work against him, and to continually lay
plans to counteract his will? It is the will of the Holy One that men should worship Him
and walk in the way of truth, so that they will be rewarded with many benefits. How, then,
can an evil servant come and counteract the will of his Master by tempting man to walk in
an evil way, seducing him from the good way and causing him to disobey the will of his
Lord?
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But, indeed, the evil inclination also does the will of its Lord through this. It is like a king
who had an only son whom he dearly loved. Because of this [love], he warned him not to
be enticed by bad women, saying that anyone defiled could not enter his palace. The son
promised his father to do his will in love.
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Outside the palace, however, there lived a beautiful harlot. After a while the king thought,
| will see how devoted my son is to me. He called to the woman and commanded' her,
saying, “Entice my son, for | wish to test his obedience to my will.”

She used every blandishment to lure [the son] into her embraces. But the son, being good,
obeyed the commandment of his father. He refused her allurements and thrust her from
him.

Then the father rejoiced exceedingly, brought [his son] into the innermost chamber of the
palace, bestowed upon him gifts from his best treasures, and showed him every honor.
And who was the cause of all this joy? The harlot!
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Is she to be praised or blamed for it? To be praised, surely, on all accounts, for she fulfilled
the king’s command and carried out his plans for him, and she also caused the son to
receive all the good gifts and deepened the king’s love to his son.
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Therefore, it is written, “The Lord saw all that He had made, and behold it was very good”
(Bereishit 1:31). The word very refers to the Angel of Death [i.e., the evil inclination].
Similarly, if it were not for this accuser, the righteous would not possess the supernal

"It is important to note that in the Zohar’s typology, the devil must adhere to the command of the king - God.
11



treasures in the World to Come. Happy, therefore, are they who come into conflict with
the tempter and prevail against him, for through him they attain bliss and all the good and
desirable possessions of the World to Come. (Zohar, Shemot 163a)
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